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Yet, such was his favour at Court that when he
sent it to the press in 1605, he was authorised to
dedicate it in a verse epistle to Henry, Prince of
Wales, his patron. It is significant, however, that
the play was not printed alone like other plays,
but with a selection of the author's poems.
To see the reason, therefore, for Shakespeare's
abstention from play-dedication, it is not to
Daniel we must turn, but to orthodox theatre-
poets. Heywood, the most prolific dramatist of
his time, inscribed only two of his plays to
patrons, and those apologetically, and in Caroline
days.1 Middleton, though, sometime after 1620,
he took the trouble to dedicate a specially-made
scrivener's transcript of his unpublished tragi-
comedy, The Witch, to a friend, otherwise elected
to remain silent. Dekker, though now and again
he inscribed a city pageant to the Lord Mayor
of the period, and sometimes put a patron's name
in the forefront of a tract, never saw fit to dedicate
a play to any particular person until near the
end of his life, and then only his Match me in
London. But in earlier days his Shoemaker's Holiday
had been whimsically addressed "to all good
1 Yet, curiously enough, he dedicated his Apology for
Actors in 1612 to the Earl of Worcester "as an acknow-
ledgment of the duty I am bound to you in as a servant".